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BRAC criteria focus on ‘Mi

By Sgt. 1st Class Doug Sample,
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON, Feb. 28,
2004 — Military valuewill bethe
focusfor thefina selectioncriteriato
be used in the 2005 round of Base
Redlignment And Closures.

That valuerepresentstheability
of theinstall ation to contributeto
DoD futuremission capabilitiesand
operaiona readiness, said Philip
Grone, principa assi stant deputy
undersecretary of defensefor installa-
tionsand environment, inaninterview
with American Forces Radio and
Television Service Feb. 26. Infact,
four of theeight guiding principlesare
centered onmilitary value.

Thefina selectioncriteriaare
also based on factors such as poten-
tid costsand savings, community
support and environmental consider-
ations, Grone said. However, he
added, “ ultimately, thesecretary must
base hisrecommendationsprincipally
on how it contributesto our current
and futuremission capabilities, how it
contributesto military vaue, how it
supportstheforce.”

Theselectioncriteriafor the
upcoming BRAC round werefind-
ized and published Feb. 12 in the
Federal Register, apublication that
fulfillsthelegd requirementsto
publish items such as proposed rules
and notices, among other documents,
for public comment.

Grone said Secretary of Defense
Donald Rumsfeld approved thefinal
selection criteriaafter anearlier
public comment period for thedraft
verson. TheBRAC timetableaso
caled for sending thedraft and fina
criteriato defense congressional
committees. Congresshas 30 daysto
carry out any disapproval actionon
thecriteria

Morereview work continuesin
coming monthsonitemssuchasa
forcestructure plan and infrastructure
inventory. The secretary makesfinal
recommendationsonbaseredign-
ment and closuresto an independent
commission in May 2005.
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(From L-R) Mr. Bob M'a%shal | ,generai manager of Plumas SierraRural Electric Cooperative, Col. Paul
Plemmons, commander SIAD and Mrs SueRitz, SIAD contracting officer signed an electric utility contractin
March aspart of BRAC 1995 allowing the el ectric cooperativeto provideelectrical servicestothisarea
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Thecommission’sninemem-
berswill review the secretary’ s
BRAC recommendations before
making their own recommendations
to the president by September
2005. Thepresident then either
approves or rejectsthe
commission’ srecommendation
before sending them to Congressin
November 2005. Congresshas45
legidativedaysto enact ajoint
resol ution rejecting therecommen-
dations or they become binding.

Whilethemechanicsof the
basic BRAC processaresimilar to
prior rounds, Grone pointed out
that thedepartment’ semphasison
transformational optionsand a
“capabilities-based” approachisa
significant change. “BRAC can
makeaprofound contributionto
our defense posture by redligning
our infrastructureto support the
new defense strategy,” he ex-
plained.

RESTORATION PROJECTS

A Community and Restoration Advisory Board Meeting washeld March
10 at the SkedaddleInn. The purpose of these bi-monthly public meetingsis|
toinform the public about restoration activitiesin progress here.

Thenext Community/RAB meeting will be held May 12 May at the
SkedaddleInn. The Community meeting beginsat 5:45 p.m. and concludes
at 6:30 p.m. The RAB meeting follows and ends about 8:00 p.m.

Items on the agendain May include a presentation by the CAL-EPA
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act section, Lorraine Larsen-Hallock.
Shewill be discussing the EPA’ srequirementsand involvement in the closure]
of SierraArmy Depot’s OB/OD grounds. The POC for the RAB meeting
isMs. LisaHuston, installation restoration program at (530)-827-4205 and
the POC for the Community meeting is Susie Stevens, public affairs officer.

Andequally important, he
added, emphasiswill be placed on
jointutilizationfor functionsand
facilities, aswell asconverting what
hecalled“wastetowarfighting.”
“Wehavefacilitiesthat weno
longer requirethat are costing us
millionsor billionsof dollarsto
maintain over their useful life. Those

facilitiesare not adequate to the
mission; wedon't need them. Those
resourcesthat are devoted to
facilitieswe do not need, need to be
converted to warfighting capabili-
ties” hesad.

Continued on page3







